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PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF THE CONTINENTALYSHELF
CURRENT IN NORTHERN SOUTH CHINA SEA
DRIVEN TYPHOON
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Abstract

In 1983, Typhoon No, 8311 (Georgia) passed a current measure ment station in northern
South China Sea and ocean current data at four levels were thus obtained. The structure of
acean current and its response to typhoon were investigated and the results show an extremely
strong forcing effect of typhoon on ocean curremt and made it clockwisely rotate with the
average speed twice more than that under normal wind conditions. The maximum current
lagged 6 to 8 hours behind the maximum wind, and the strong current became tranquilized 3
to 4 days after the typhoon had passed.



