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VARIATIONS OF DRYNESS AND WETNESS IN
CHINA DURING 1951 — 1980

Zhang Qingyun and Chen Lieting
(Institute of Atmospheric Physics. Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract
In this paper., the potential evapotranspiration is calculated by using the
Thornthwaite's (1948 ) system and the moisture index is determined by comparison
of it with the corresponding precipitation at 340 stations in China, based on the
monthly mean temperature and precipitation data sets of the years 195) — 1980,
According to the analysis of the moisture indices, the climatic regions in
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China are classified into five types. The secular variations of the dryness and the
wetness in each climaltic region during the period of 1951 — 1984 are discussed.

It is revealed that the trend of precipitation in North China was similar to
that in the Sahel to some extent during the last 20 years, but the drought in
North China was not as severe as that in the Sahel.

Key words: Potential evapotranspiration; Moisture index; Relative variability;
Interannual change.

L



