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Simulated Results of the Current in the South China Sea in Summer

Li Rongfeng
(nstitute of Atmospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080)

Wang Wenzhi and Huang Qizhou
(South China Sea Institute of Oceanology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Guangzhou 5103013

Abstract

Simulated results of the upper layer current in the South China Sea in summer are given which
show that: there is a strong coastal current flowing Northeastward along the north contincnial shell of
the South China Sea and entering the East China Sea through the Taiwan Strait; in the area southeas
1o Hainan Island and east to Vietnam a cyclonic eddy occurs around Xisha and Zhongsha archipelagos:
an anficyclonic eddy occupies the southern South China Sea. These features are in good agreement with
observations. However, simulated results also display a branch of the Kuroshio entering the South
China Sea through the southern pait of the Bashi Strait, the existence of which coutd be confirmed by
very few observations.

Key words: current; summer; South China Sea; Kuroshio; sea surface slope.



