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Variation of Mean Annual Precipitation in East China
during Recent Hundred Years

Zhang Mingli
" (Institute of Atmospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080)

Abstract

Using the data of annual total rainfall based on 279 meteorological stations which are scattered to
the east of 100°E in China, a series of large scale annual mean precipitation during 1891-1988 has been
established. The series has been statistically tested. It shows that climate in East China during recent
century is altered with wet and dry, and can be divided into 6 periods. In recent 40 years the climate was
wet in the early stage and then became persistently dry since middle 1960’s. The variation of rainfall dur-
ing this period is in—phase with those which happened in the other subtropical regions in the Northern
Hemisphere, however, before 1950’s the variation of rainfall along the northern subtropical zone was
not in—phase.

Key words: Rainfall variation: East China; Dry period; Wet period.



