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Studies on the Observed Abrupt Climatic Change

Fu Congbin
(Fustitute of Atmuospheric Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080)

Abatract

The paper overviews the observed abrupt climatic changes on various lime scales, with a focus un
the analysis of three abrupt events (1900s, 1920s and 1960s) in the last century and discusses the major
characteristics of the abrupt climatic change on a decadal scale: the abrupt change in association with
global temperature variation; the spatial scale of abrupt change and the posssible sensitivity of Asian
monsoon sysiem in response 1o the abrupt climate change.

Key words: abrupt climatic change; monsoon climate; decadal scale.



