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Surface Albedo and Vegetation Index of Heihe Experimental
Area from AVHRR Data

Wu Aisheng Zhong Qiang

{ Lanzhou Institute of Plateau Atmospheric Physics. Chinese Acadenw of
Sciences, Lanzhou 130000)

Abstract

Surface albedo and ve‘getation index are very important surface parameters relevant to wat
er/heat budget. In this paper. the NOAA— AVHRR data obtained in the pilot experiment peri -
od {Sepicmber. 1988 ) of the Atmosphere- Land Surface Processes Experiment in Heihe River ba-
sin (Heihe ) are used for investigating the method of deriving surface albedo from clear-sky planet-
ary albedo. The paper also discusses the spatial distribution characteristics of the surface albedo

and vegetation index and the empirical relationship between them for the experimental area.
Key words: Surface albedo; Vegetation index; Heihe River.
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