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Abstract Based on the analysis of summer precipitation data from 13 weather stations in Beijing area, a compari-
son of the summer precipitation evolution tendencies between the urban and rural region of Beijing is performed over
a period of 30 years (1975 to 2004). Some conclusions are drawn in the light of the analysis: 1) The summer precip-
itations in both rural and urban area had a descending tendency, and the precipitations in urban area were generally
less than those in rural area over the 30 years. 2) The comparison among the summer precipitations at Daxing,
Haidian and Changping weather stations shows that the descending rate of the summer precipitation at Changping
station which is located in the downwind direction to the urban area is the slightest among the three ones, which can

be taken as a token of the urbanization effect on the precipitation in Beijing. 3) Over the 30 years, the topography is
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still the determinative factor controlling the distribution of the precipitation in Beijing area, however, the zone with

relatively abundant precipitation was moving or stretching toward the urban area over the 30 years. The impact of

the rapid urbanization over the 30 years is a possible reason leading to the variation of the distribution of precipitation

in Beijing area.
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