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Inner Mongolia Semi—Arid Grassland
Soil—Vegetation—Atmosphere Interaction
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Ji Jinjun®, LiYonghong®, Chen Hongbin"” and Qiao Jinsong"
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2) Inner Mongolia Grassiand Ecology Research Center, Institute o f Baiany,
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X) Department ofGeophysics, Peking University, Beifng 100871

Abstract Inner Mongolia Semi—Arid Grassland Soil-Vegetation—Atmosphere Interaction
(IMGRASS) is a major project of multi—discipline research approved and funded by National MNatural
Science Foundation of China (NSFC) in the period of Ninth National Planning Period (1996~ 2000).
This project is part of Chinese Global Change research program. Its main focus is the process and
parameterization study of soil—vegetation—atmosphere interaction in temperate semi—arid grassland re-
gion which is one of major land types of world land surface, to understand the impact and feedback of
both natural climate change and increasing anthropegenic influence to grassland ecology, quantifying
the function of semi—arid grassiand in global budget of greenhouse gases as well as biogeochemical cy-
cles, 1o develop and integrate the retrieval methods for satellite remote sensing of land surface—-atmos-
phere system. IMGRASS is consisted of a mesoscale field experiment and five research subjects. It is ex-
pected the implementation of IMGRASS will make unique contribution to global change research as
well as the sustainable development of temperate semi—arid grassland area. This paper will briefly in-
troduce the scientific objective and experimental plan of IMGRASS.

Key words Inner Mongolia global change temperate semi—arid steppe land surface pro-
cess  remote sensing of land surface—atmosphere system




