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Severa] Issues on Aridification in the Northern China

FuCongbin and Wen Gang
(START Rogivnal Cenrer for Temperate East Asw, Instituie of Abmosphere Phvsics,

Chinese Acadenty of Sciences, Beijing 1000291

Abstract Based on our surveys and site imnvestigalions on envirenmental changes in the weslern areu
of Northeast China (mainly the western arca of Jilin province) and the eastern arey of Inner Mongoli,
the present statue was analyzed of aridification and lite—supporting environment changes of Chuna. The
functions of human activities on andificution and the social and economic impacts on China were also
explored, In (his paper, we offered our considerations on a set af issues, including: 1) The andification
in the northern China is in severe situation, and the general conditions of eco—enviranment in such a re
gion continue 1o deteriorate: 2) The influence of rrational human activities on eco-environment 1s a 11
1l fuctor to speed up aridification: 3) Because of the two fealures: its sensitivity and 1ts ability to recover
from a bias process, the serni—arid area, characterized as the climatic and ecological trunsitional zone, 18
one of the key areas ot andification researches: 4) The natural rules must be followed in present human
activities lo convert land for forestry and pasture, and in the planning for a perspective beautiful land
with preen mountains and clean nivers: 5} Qrderly human acuvity 15 the radicul countermeasure 10 (m
prove eco—environmental conditions so as to alleviate the negative impacts of the andification in the
porthern China and to realize sustainable development; 6) The government policies of eco-treatment
through orderly human activity conflict, to some extent, the current system of fixing farm output queotas
on the househald basis; 7) The relations among investments, operations and rewards in eco—environ-

ment treatment must be carcfully considered.

Key words: aridification: human actrity: converting land for forestry and pasture




