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Disasters and Its Impact of a Severe Snow Storm and Freezing Rain over
Southern China in January 2008
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Abstract The impact of the severe snowfall and freezing rain disasters on transportation, electric power, commu-
nication, agriculture, forestry and human life over southern China in January 2008 are investigated based on collect-
ed observational data. The severe weather, climate background and the sensitivity of disasters impact on various de-
partments, such as transportation, electric power, communication, agriculture, forestry under snow storm and
freezing rain are the main reasons of disaster formation in special periods and places. To reduce the loss of such dis-
asters, it is necessary that the design standard of transportation, electric power, communication, agriculture and
forestry should be improved, the capability of severe snow storm and freezing rain prediction should be improved,
the information issuing system should be developed, the knowledge of defencing natural disasters should be propa-
ganded, so that people can provide help for others and themselves when disasters occurred.
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Fig. 1

The economic loss in Hubei province during the snow and freezing processes during Jan—Feb 2008
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Fig. 2 The illustration of operation situation about block and smooth of main road under the snow storm and freezing rain over southern

China at 1700 LST 31 Jan 2008
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